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O V E R V I E W  &  S P E C I F I C A T I O N S

The Book at a Glance
Ancient wisdom for disorienting times — one reading at a time.

Find grace. Cultivate peace. Live with compassion in a complex world.

When life feels uncertain, a few steadying minutes with God can change the shape of a day. Grace & Peace offers 365 
daily readings that bring the wisdom of Scripture to the questions people are living with now.

Travel from Genesis to Revelation through accessible, thoughtful reflections grounded in serious biblical scholarship 
and shaped by more than four decades of pastoral care. Every day also includes a hymn — its title, composer and year 
— an invitation to seek it out and read, listen, sing, or simply sit with faith’s poetry in whatever form you choose to 
meet it.

The scholarship is substantial, but the book wears that depth lightly, translating complex passages into warm, 
plainspoken reflections you can use. Grace & Peace belongs to no single church or denomination — only to the love of 
God and the teachings of Jesus Christ. Whether you are new to the Scriptures, returning to faith, carrying doubts, or 
seeking a deeper daily rhythm, this is more than a devotional. It is a trustworthy companion for ordinary days, difficult 
questions, and a complicated world.

For readers of Walter Brueggemann, Richard Rohr, Brian McLaren, Barbara Brown Taylor, and Diana Butler Bass — thoughtful, 
grounded voices who make Scripture speak to everyday life.

B O O K  S P E C I F I C A T I O N S

TITLE Grace & Peace

SUBTITLE A Daily Guide for Deepening Faith

AUTHOR Tim Bruster

PUBLISHER Five Crow Press · Fort Worth, TX

PUBLICATION DATE September 1, 2026

FORMATS Paperback · Hardcover · Kindle

EXTENT 858 pages · 365 daily readings

TRIM SIZE 6 × 9 in

PRICE — PAPERBACK $45.99

PRICE — HARDCOVER $63.99

PRICE — E-BOOK $12.99

ISBN — PAPERBACK 979-8-9897274-1-4

ISBN — HARDCOVER 979-8-9897274-3-8

ISBN — E-BOOK 979-8-9897274-2-1

CATEGORY Religion / Christian Living / Devotional

AUDIENCE Trade / general adult

DISTRIBUTION Amazon · IngramSpark (global)



Review copies available on request · Group & church discounts available
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E A R L Y  E N D O R S E M E N T S

Advance Praise
What early readers are saying about Grace & Peace.

“Grace & Peace is a tender, wise companion for all of us who live with 
limits, missteps, and unanswered questions, yet still desire to trust God 
more deeply.”

BISHOP RUBEN SAENZ
President, Council of Bishops · The United Methodist Church

”  It’s been one of the great privileges of my life to share a faith journey with Dr. Tim Bruster. In 
Grace & Peace, Dr. Bruster leads the reader through an ambitious journey through the Bible in a 
year. I love that his approach is grounded in daily living while being tied to good theology at the 
same time. It encourages the habit of critical thinking about life and the ways we can learn to love  
one another. And as an added bonus, we are led in each lesson to humming familiar hymns as we 
go through the day! This book will serve as a blessing both to the reader’s mind and to their sense  
of place among the people of the world.

D R .  J I M  R I D D L E S P E R G E R
P r o f e s s o r  e m e r i t u s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  s c i e n c e  ·  T e x a s  C h r i s t i a n  U n i v e r s i t y

”  What a refreshing devotional. Tim Bruster has put together what I believe is the most 
comprehensive Christian devotional I’ve ever read, combining biblical scholarship, a deep 
understanding of the power of hymnology as a theological resource, as well as more than forty-
five years of experience as a pastor and leader in the church. And yet, each of the 365 segments 
works as a complete devotional on its own, providing a portal into the particular scriptural or 
hymn reference if one wishes to go even deeper. I highly recommend this book for clergy and 
laypeople alike!

R E V .  D R .  S I D  H A L L  I I I
P a s t o r  e m e r i t u s ,  T r i n i t y  C h u r c h  o f  A u s t i n  ·  k a h u ,  W ā n a n a l u a  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  U C C ,  H ā n a ,  M a u i

”  Our good friend and pastor Tim has graced us with a year-long Bible feast divided into a meal 
for every day of the year. Tim’s is not a book we will read through once and then put aside, but 
one we will turn to as a daily companion for the rest of our praying lives. His book takes us 
through the entirety of Scripture in a year’s time, divided into 365 sittings, with his original guide 
to each section and our choice of Scripture translation. And, uniquely, given his love for sacred 
music, each section cites a beloved hymn. An astonishing undertaking!

R E V .  B R O O K S  H A R R I N G T O N
A t t o r n e y  ·  f o u n d e r  o f  t h e  M e t h o d i s t  J u s t i c e  M i n i s t r y  ·  a u t h o r  o f  N o  M e r c y ,  N o  J u s t i c e



”  This book beautifully accomplishes three things. First, it is a wonderful collection of 
meditations for daily devotions. Second, it is an excellent one-year guided introduction to the 
Christian Bible. And third, it is a masterful weaving together of solid Biblical scholarship, 
hymnody, contemporary authors, and personal experiences—all of which make the Bible come 
alive for today.

C .  D A V I D  G R A N T
P r o f e s s o r  e m e r i t u s  o f  r e l i g i o n  ·  T e x a s  C h r i s t i a n  U n i v e r s i t y

”  Tim Bruster’s Grace & Peace is a wonderful devotional journey through the Bible that helps 
the reader pause each day to be in the presence of God—and Tim. Tim is the perfect guide for the 
journey, mixing his deep knowledge of Scripture with familiar cultural examples and insights, 
often in a way that makes the reader think more deeply, grasp truth, and simply smile. Grace & 
Peace is not preachy or doctrinaire, yet it gently but powerfully nudges us closer to the mind of 
Christ. The pairing of hymns with each day’s devotional is an added dimension for deeper thought 
each day.

W I L L I A M  A .  W A D D E L L  J R .
A t t o r n e y  a n d  l i f e l o n g  U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t

Review copies are available to reviewers, media, booksellers, and ministry leaders on request: info@fivecrowpress.com. Additional endorsements 
will be added as they are confirmed.
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FOR IMM EDIATE  R ELEASE Media contact: Melinda Folse · info@fivecrowpress.com · 682-540-7379

Find grace. Cultivate peace. Live with compassion in a complex world.

After Four Decades in the Pulpit, a Trusted Texas Pastor 
Distills a Lifetime with Scripture into a Daily Companion 
for Anxious Times
Five Crow Press announces Grace & Peace by Dr. Tim Bruster — a 365-day journey through 
the whole of the Bible, written for lifelong believers and searching newcomers alike.

FORT WORTH, Texas — September 29, 2026 — In a moment when many people feel their footing slipping, a veteran 
pastor and biblical scholar is offering a steadier way to walk through the year. Five Crow Press has announced the 
release of Grace & Peace: A Daily Guide for Deepening Faith, by Dr. Tim Bruster — a daily companion that travels the 
entire arc of the Bible, Genesis through Revelation, and distills more than forty years of preaching, teaching, and 
pastoral care into 365 short, plainspoken readings, each pairing a passage with a reflection and a hymn.

It isn’t a reading program to complete or a devotional to skim. Grace & Peace is closer to a credo for daily living — a 
way of letting the wisdom of Scripture shape an ordinary day, one reading at a time. Grounded in serious theology yet 
warm and accessible, it belongs to no single church or denomination, only to the love of God and the teachings of 
Jesus Christ, which makes it a book readers across traditions — and none — can hand to a friend.

The book arrives amid what many describe as an era of division, anxiety, and moral fatigue. Rather than adding to the 
noise, Grace & Peace calls readers back to compassion, integrity, humility, and hope — and to the practice of faith in 
the middle of real, complicated life. It is written for anyone trying to keep their footing, and their moral compass, 
when life gets twisty.

Bruster brings a rare combination to the page: the heart of a minister and the mind of a scholar. Former senior pastor 
of First United Methodist Church of Fort Worth, he has also served at the highest levels of his denomination — as a 
Lead Clergy Delegate to the UMC General Conference. Colleagues and readers describe him the same way: a trusted, 
approachable guide who knows Scripture deeply and knows people and their problems just as well.

A  W O R D  F R O M  T H E  A U T H O R

“I didn’t set out to write a big book. I set out to help people live with Scripture the way I’ve 
tried to — one honest day at a time. If Grace & Peace helps someone find their footing when 
the world feels like it’s tilting, then it has done its work.”

— Tim Bruster

Advance praise includes Bishop Ruben Saenz, President of the Council of Bishops of The United Methodist Church: 
“Grace & Peace is a tender, wise companion for all of us who live with limits, missteps, and unanswered questions, 
yet still desire to trust God more deeply.” Additional endorsements appear in full in the Advance Praise section of this 
kit.

A V A I L A B I L I T Y

Grace & Peace (858 pages · 365 daily readings) is published by Five Crow Press and available in paperback ($45.99) 
and hardcover ($63.99). The Kindle edition is available now at $12.99. Publication date: September 1, 2026. ISBNs: 
979-8-9897274-1-4 (paperback), 979-8-9897274-3-8 (hardcover). Group and church bulk discounts are available. 
Review copies are available to reviewers, media, and booksellers on request.



A B O U T  T H E  A U T H O R

Dr. Tim Bruster has spent more than four decades helping people find their footing in faith. Former senior pastor of 
First United Methodist Church of Fort Worth, Texas, and a leader at the highest levels of his denomination, he is 
known for making complicated Scripture feel friendly and usable — for lifelong believers and questioning newcomers 
alike. He lives in Fort Worth, Texas.

A B O U T  F I V E  C R O W  P R E S S

Five Crow Press is an independent publisher based in Fort Worth, Texas, dedicated to helping people share stories 
that inspire, inform, encourage, empower, and connect. It is a proud member of the Independent Book Publishers 
Association (IBPA).

Media contact: Melinda Folse · info@fivecrowpress.com · 682-540-7379 · fivecrowpress.com · Five Crow Press, 3101 W 6th St, #470833, Fort 
Worth, TX 76107-2778

#    #    #
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T H E  H E A R T  O F  A  M I N I S T E R ,  T H E  M I N D  O F  A  S C H O L A R

About the Author
Tim Bruster

Dr. Tim Bruster has spent more than four decades helping people find their footing 
in faith — and hold onto their moral compass when life gets twisty. As former 
senior pastor of First United Methodist Church of Fort Worth, Texas, one of the 
region’s historic congregations, he became known as a preacher and pastor who 
could take the deep things of Scripture and make them feel not only 
understandable but usable, in the ordinary work of living well.

His service has reached well beyond any single congregation. He has served at the 
highest levels of The United Methodist Church — as a Lead Clergy Delegate to the 
General Conference — giving him a rare combination of pastoral experience, 
scholarly depth, and denominational leadership. Colleagues and readers alike 
describe him the same way: the heart of a minister joined to the mind of a scholar, 
a trusted voice who knows Scripture deeply and knows people and their problems 
just as well. That same accessibility has drawn an unexpected readership — 
seekers, doubters, and the spiritually curious, alongside the lifelong faithful.

Dr. Tim Bruster · Fort Worth

Grace & Peace is the distillation of that life’s work. Across 365 daily readings, it traces the whole arc of the Bible, 
Genesis through Revelation — not as a reading program to complete, but as a credo for daily living, a way of letting 
God’s guidance in Scripture shape an ordinary day. Grounded in serious theology yet plainspoken and practical, it is 
written for anyone seeking wisdom, hope, and a steadier footing in disorienting times — and it belongs to no single 
church or denomination, only to the love of God and the teachings of Jesus Christ.

In retirement he serves as part-time director of development at Cultiv8 Community, a nonprofit devoted to 
connecting neighbors to neighbors, engaging people with nature, and restoring life-giving habitats. Dr. Bruster lives in 
Fort Worth, Texas, with his wife, Susan. They enjoy traveling, spending time with family and friends, and corralling 
two rambunctious labradoodles.

Short bio (50 words), for programs & intros:  Dr. Tim Bruster has spent more than four decades helping people find their footing in faith. 
Former senior pastor of First United Methodist Church of Fort Worth and a leader in his denomination, he brings the heart of a minister 
and the mind of a scholar to Grace & Peace, his daily companion through Scripture.
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F O R  F E A T U R E S  &  I N T E R V I E W S

A Conversation with the Author
Dr. Tim Bruster on the making, meaning, and hope of Grace & Peace.

Q.  Fifty years of ministry could have become a memoir, a book of sermons, or a work 
of theology. Why a daily companion through Scripture — and why now?

It began in the pandemic. When we couldn’t gather in person, I started writing daily devotionals — really, it was a way 
of talking to myself as much as to everyone else about what we were all living through, and of offering a word of hope 
and comfort and grace when we needed it most. The book grew out of that. In one sense it’s always the right 
moment, because the human condition doesn’t change; as M. Scott Peck put it, “life is difficult,” and there will always 
be things that cause us real anxiety — but also real joy. It feels especially urgent now, at a time when the very name 
“Christian” has taken a black eye. This is the right moment for any book that brings sound scholarship to the Bible and 
reads it through grace rather than fear.

Q.  Without being political, how do you help readers hold a moral center when 
everything feels polarized?

For me the image is simple: Jesus at the center. Not a politicized Jesus or a nationalist Jesus, but the Jesus we actually 
meet in the Gospels — the red-letter Jesus. When he is genuinely at the center of a life, we have a moral center that 
holds, and grace sits at the very heart of it. And here’s the paradox: the closer we draw to that center, the closer we 
come to one another, even across deep differences. This book hands no one a political position; it simply points back 
to that center.

Q.  How can Scripture written millennia ago speak to anxieties that feel so distinctly 
modern — division, exhaustion, moral confusion?

We open Scripture out of our own experience, again and again, and it keeps meeting whatever we happen to be living 
through. A few years ago, questions about artificial intelligence weren’t even on the horizon; now they are — and I 
find myself thinking of the Tower of Babel, that ancient story about “making a name for ourselves” and reaching for 
the heavens. The Bible doesn’t answer every modern question directly, and we have to be honest about that. But its 
deepest questions — who we are, what we’re for, how easily our best gifts turn harmful — speak with startling 
freshness.

Q.  This book is unapologetically Christian, yet it’s reaching seekers, doubters, and 
even skeptics. Why do you think it travels beyond the church?

I think it resonates because it deals with the human condition — the questions, hopes, and struggles we all share, 
whatever our tradition. A dear friend of mine wrote a book that is unapologetically Hindu; it didn’t convert me, but it 
spoke to me deeply, and I found real common ground in it. I hope Grace & Peace works the same way for people. It 
isn’t trying to convert anyone — it’s simply honest about being Christian while trusting that our common humanity 
does the rest.

Q.  If someone has drifted from faith, or was hurt by it, what would you want them to 
know before they open this book?

I’d want them to know they will not be hurt by this book. There is no condemnation here. There’s challenge — the 
kind every one of us faces, the writer included — but never judgment for who you are or whom you love. You are not 
expected to arrive at some prescribed set of conclusions; there’s no test to pass at the end. So many people who’ve 



been wounded by faith were wounded by legalism, by the long list of things they were required to believe. This book 
asks nothing like that of you.
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F O R  E D I T O R S ,  P R O D U C E R S  &  F E A T U R E  W R I T E R S

Story Angles
Eight ways to tell the Grace & Peace story — sorted by the readers each is meant to reach.

Eight ways into the Grace & Peace story, grouped by the audience each one is built to reach. Each angle pairs a 
suggested headline with a short hook an editor or producer can run with. Dr. Bruster is available for interviews, 
features, and guest essays; review copies and hi-res assets on request.

F O R  D E N O M I N A T I O N A L  &  F A I T H  P R E S S

1  Grace, Not Fear: A Methodist Elder on Reclaiming the Word “Christian”
Dr. Bruster says out loud what many pastors only worry about privately—that the name “Christian” has taken a black eye. 
After four decades in the pulpit and service at the highest levels of The United Methodist Church, he’s written a 365-day 
journey through the whole Bible that reads Scripture through grace rather than fear or judgment. The story: what it looks 
like to offer skeptics and the wounded a faith book that condemns no one.

Best fit  UM News, United Methodist Insight, Ministry Matters, Good Faith Media.

2  One Book, One Year, the Whole Bible: A Church-Wide Formation Tool
Grace & Peace is built for congregations—365 readings that put an entire church in the same passages, day by day, from 
Genesis to Revelation. Bruster can speak to how pastors are using it for church-wide reads, adult Sunday school, and small 
groups without anyone needing a seminary degree. The story: a ready-made year of formation that crosses traditions.

Best fit  Faith & Leadership (Duke Divinity), The Christian Century, Interpreter, Presbyterians Today.

3  Why He Put a Hymn on Every Page
For Bruster, hymns are “the great poetry of the church”—someone’s faith set down in words—and every daily reading pairs 
Scripture with one. He can talk about hymnody as both a spiritual and a literary practice, and why music reaches a place 
that commentary can’t. The story: a fresh case for the hymnal at a moment when many congregations are setting it down.

Best fit  The Hymn Society (The Hymn), Reformed Worship, Ministry Matters, denominational worship desks.

F O R  G E N E R A L  &  T R A D E  M E D I A

4  An 858-Page Bet Against the Five-Minute Devotional
In a market built on hacks and shortcuts, a veteran pastor and an independent Texas press are betting readers still want 
something substantial enough to live with for a year. Grace & Peace is deliberately long, slow, and meant to be taken one 
day at a time. The story: a countercultural publishing play—depth over speed—and how a small IBPA-member press 
brought it to market.

Best fit  Publishers Weekly (religion), Foreword Reviews, Shelf Awareness, BookPage.

5  A Fort Worth Pastor’s Second Act
The former senior pastor of one of Fort Worth’s historic congregations has turned a lifetime with Scripture—begun as 
pandemic-era daily devotionals—into a 365-day book from a local indie press. In retirement he’s also helping a nonprofit 
reconnect neighbors to nature and to one another. The story: a trusted hometown figure’s next chapter.

Best fit  Fort Worth Star-Telegram, Fort Worth Report, Fort Worth Magazine, KERA / Art&Seek.

F O R  S E C U L A R  &  N O N - C H R I S T I A N  O U T L E T S

6  The Pastor Who Quotes an Atheist—On Purpose
Grace & Peace draws on voices from across and beyond the church—a line attributed to Muhammad (“Trust God and 
tether your camel”), a Hindu friend’s book, the freethinker Robert Ingersoll—because Bruster is after common humanity, 



not conversion. He makes an unusually generous case for what a faith rooted in grace can offer people of any tradition, or 
none. The story: why an explicitly Christian book keeps traveling past the church.

Best fit  Religion News Service, Religion Dispatches, The Christian Science Monitor, interfaith podcasts.

7  Scripture Meets the Age of AI
Ask Bruster about artificial intelligence and he goes to the Tower of Babel—the ancient story of “making a name for 
ourselves” and reaching for the heavens. He’s candid that the Bible doesn’t answer every modern question, but argues its 
oldest ones—what are we for; how our best gifts turn harmful—speak with startling freshness to AI and climate. The story: 
a very old text as a lens on very new technology.

Best fit  Vox, The Atlantic (Ideas), WIRED, NPR / ideas podcasts.

F O R  S P I R I T U A L - B U T - N O T - R E L I G I O U S  R E A D E R S

8  Steadiness Without a Statement of Belief
For readers who’ve drifted from religion or were hurt by it, Bruster offers a daily practice with no creed to sign and “no test 
to pass at the end”—just a few quiet minutes with a passage, a short reflection, and a hymn. He’s direct that so many 
people wounded by faith were wounded by legalism, and that this book asks nothing like that. The story: a contemplative, 
low-barrier daily ritual for the spiritual-but-not-religious.

Best fit  Spirituality & Health, Mindful, Greater Good (UC Berkeley), SBNR.org.

Outlet names are illustrative starting points, not confirmed placements—offered to show the kind of publication each angle is built for. To arrange  
an interview or request a review copy: Melinda Folse · info@fivecrowpress.com · 682-540-7379.
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R E T A I L  &  B U L K  O R D E R S

Ordering & Group Sales
One book. A year of formation your whole community can share.

Grace & Peace is built for groups. Its 365 daily readings give a class, a small group, or an entire congregation a shared 
rhythm — everyone in the same passages, day by day, across the whole arc of Scripture, Genesis through Revelation. 
Grounded in serious theology yet warm and plainspoken, it invites honest conversation without requiring a seminary 
degree, and its ecumenical spirit makes it a natural fit for diverse congregations. Whether your people gather weekly 
to talk through the readings or you simply want to place a steadying daily companion in every member’s hands, it 
turns a personal practice into a shared journey.

W A Y S  C H U R C H E S  &  G R O U P S  A R E  U S I N G  I T

● Church-wide daily reads — a full year, or a season, in step together.

● Adult Sunday school & formation — a ready-made series with weekly discussion.

● Small groups & Bible studies — talk through the week’s readings together.

● Staff, clergy & lay-leadership — a shared well for those who lead.

● Welcome & milestone gifts — new members, confirmands, baptisms, graduations.

● Seasonal reads — Advent, Lent, or a New-Year daily practice.

C H U R C H  A N D  G R O U P  P R I C E

Church and group price starts at 25 copies, ordered direct from Five Crow Press, and arrives as one shipment on one 
invoice. List price is $45.99 paperback, $63.99 hardcover. Most groups choose the paperback for a congregation-wide 
read and add a few hardcovers for clergy, staff, and gifts.

QUANTITY SAVING PER COPY IDEAL FOR PER COPY — PB / HC

25–49 $8.00 / $18.00 Sunday school & multi-class studies $37.99 / $45.99

50–99 $10.00 / $20.00 Congregation-wide reads $35.99 / $43.99

100+ $12.00 / $22.00 Multi-church, conferences, denominational $33.99 / $41.99

Also in hardcover — a keepsake edition for gifts, clergy and staff copies, pulpit and library use, and milestone 
occasions such as confirmations, ordinations, and anniversaries. Hardcover is discounted at the same tiers as the 
paperback.

O R D E R I N G  &  T E R M S

How to order:  email orders@fivecrowpress.com with your quantity, format, and ship-to address. We’ll send a quote and an 
invoice you can hand to a treasurer or finance committee.

Payment:  we accept credit cards and electronic payment. Books are ordered once payment is received.

Formats: paperback, hardcover, and Kindle ($12.99, sold individually).

Shipping: billed separately, calculated by order weight and destination (added to your quote).

Leader helps: a downloadable discussion guide for group leaders is available — ask when you order.

For large orders: orders of 100+ may include a complimentary virtual Q&A with Dr. Bruster for your group, schedule permitting.

Five Crow Press · Fort Worth, Texas · orders@fivecrowpress.com · fivecrowpress.com/grace-and-peace-
group-and-church-orders
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T H E  P U B L I S H E R

About Five Crow Press
From idea to manuscript to book in your hands — it’s time to fly with Five Crow Press.

Five Crow Press is an independent publisher based in Fort Worth, Texas, dedicated to helping people share stories 
that inspire, inform, encourage, empower, and connect. A proud member of the Independent Book Publishers 
Association (IBPA), Five Crow Press partners with authors from first idea to finished book — and champions work that 
inspires connection, courage, resilience, and community.

F O L L O W  &  C O N N E C T

Website fivecrowpress.com
Facebook facebook.com/FiveCrowPress
Instagram instagram.com/fivecrowpress
X x.com/fivecrowpress
Bluesky bsky.app/profile/fivecrowpress.com
Substack substack.com/@timbruster

Five Crow Press is on Facebook, Instagram, X, and Bluesky, and Dr. Bruster’s Substack is at substack.com/@timbruster. Additional channels will be listed 
here as they launch.

C O N T A C T  &  M E D I A  I N Q U I R I E S

Melinda Folse · Five Crow Press
Email  info@fivecrowpress.com     Phone  682-540-7379

Web  fivecrowpress.com     Book  fivecrowpress.com/grace-and-peace

Mailing  Five Crow Press · 3101 W 6th St, #470833 · Fort Worth, TX 76107-2778

Review copies, hi-res cover art, and author interviews available on request.
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Interview at a Glance
Everything you need to book, introduce, and interview Dr. Tim Bruster.

T H E  G U E S T

Tim Bruster served nearly two decades as senior pastor of First United Methodist Church of Fort Worth and as a Lead 
Clergy Delegate to the UMC General Conference, with more than forty years of preaching, teaching, and pastoral care 
behind him. He is the author of Grace & Peace: A Daily Guide for Deepening Faith (Five Crow Press, 2026).

Intro a host can read (about 20 seconds):  Dr. Tim Bruster has spent more than four 
decades helping people find their footing in faith. The former senior pastor of First United 
Methodist Church of Fort Worth brings the heart of a minister and the mind of a scholar to 
Grace & Peace, a 365-day companion through the whole Bible, Genesis to Revelation.

Say it  BROO-ster (rhymes with rooster)

W H A T  H E  T A L K S  A B O U T

● Keeping a moral center in a polarized time — without politics. He hands no one a position; he points back to the Jesus of 
the Gospels.

● Faith after church hurt — no condemnation, and no test to pass at the end.

● Reading the whole Bible in a year — a couple of pages a day, starting any day you like.

● Why hymns — every reading closes with one, an invitation to look it up, listen, or sing it yourself.

● Faith across traditions — why a Christian book quotes a Hindu friend, Muhammad, and Robert Ingersoll.

● An ancient text and new technology — the Tower of Babel as a lens on artificial intelligence.

● Holding a congregation together — leading people who disagreed deeply through the denominational split, and what it 
taught him about a divided country.

S U G G E S T E D  Q U E S T I O N S

1   You started writing these readings during the pandemic, when churches couldn’t gather. What were people needing from you then?
2   How do you help people hold a moral center when everything feels polarized, without telling anyone how to vote?
3   The book walks through the whole Bible in a year, hard parts included. Why not just the comforting passages?
4   Every reading ends with a hymn. Why hymns?
5   What would you say to someone who was hurt by church and has stayed away?
6   You quote a Hindu friend, Muhammad, and the freethinker Robert Ingersoll. Why reach outside Christianity?
7   You’ve compared artificial intelligence to the Tower of Babel. What do you mean?
8   It’s 858 pages. Who has time for that?
9   What does one morning with this book actually look like?
10   You led a congregation through the split in The United Methodist Church. What did that teach you about staying together when 
people disagree?



I N  H I S  O W N  W O R D S

“Not a politicized Jesus or a nationalist Jesus, but the Jesus we actually meet in the Gospels.”

— Author Q&A

“The closer we draw to that center, the closer we come to one another, even across deep 
differences.”

— Author Q&A

“When we want something to get done, it is our habit to say, ‘Don’t just sit there, do 
something.’ … God says, ‘Don’t just do something, sit there.’”

— Grace & Peace, Day 77 (Psalm 46)

“There is no condemnation here… there’s no test to pass at the end.”

— Author Q&A

“Gratitude acknowledges God as the source, and it enables us to see life in a new way.”

— Grace & Peace, Day 227 (Luke 17)

“It isn’t meant to be read all at once. It’s a couple of pages a day, and you can start any day 
you like.”

— Tim Bruster, on the book’s length

B O O K I N G  &  L O G I S T I C S

Formats  Live or taped; phone, Zoom or other video, or in studio in the Dallas–Fort Worth area. Tim has a good home setup with a noise-
cancelling microphone.
Scheduling  Mondays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays; other days by arrangement.
Length  From a five-minute segment to a full-length conversation.
On request  Review copy (print or e-book), hi-res headshot and cover art, and this kit.
Contact  Melinda Folse · Five Crow Press · info@fivecrowpress.com · 682-540-7379


